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Coordinating German university polar research - National Committee SCAR/IASC

Interdisciplinary exchange, discussions and initiatives

Annual meetings of German polar research community

Networking and science communication via our website

National corresponding body
with IASC and SCAR

Foto: G. Spreen, University of Bremen

The Na�onal Commi�ee SCAR/IASC was established by the German Na�onal Science
Founda�on (DFG) to plan and coordinate polar research of German universi�es in
coopera�on with the Alfred Wegener Ins�tute and other ins�tu�ons. Polar science at
universi�es is one of the main pillars of German Arc�c research, contribu�ng significantly to
answering the major ques�ons about the role of the Arc�c in the climate system.

The Na�onal Commi�ee is a panel in which par�cipants from all polar research fields and
the relevant federal ins�tu�ons meet. It thus offers a broad forum for exchange, discussion,
and ini�a�ves. In our annual mee�ngs, we address na�onal and interna�onal topics of
polar research and infrastructure among the German polar research community, such as:
� IPY 5
� New research programs
� UN Agreement on Biodiversity Beyond Na�onal Jurisdic�on

Executive summary here:

Across Germany, there are many ins�tutes doing polar research. On the map in
blue are clusters where several research groups are in the same loca�on.
Through our website h�ps://scar-iasc.de, we facilitate networking for polar
researchers and increase polar research visibility among the general public. Find
out more about Germany’s polar research ac�vi�es there!

The Na�onal Commi�ee nominates German delegates to working groups and
commi�ees of the Interna�onal Arc�c Science Commi�ee (IASC) and the Scien�fic
Commi�ee on Antarc�c Research (SCAR). In 2025, more than 70 German scien�sts
are par�cipa�ng in bodies of IASC and SCAR, and 20 German universi�es are
involved in polar research.
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National Committee members significantly contributed to new German polar research agenda The research agenda was chaired by M. Rhein (University of Bremen) and T. Jung (Alfred
Wegener Ins�tute). A�er it was published in 2021, the German Federal Ministry of
Educa�on and Research invested an addi�onal 20 million euros into polar research funding.
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